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SUBJECT: SWEDISH AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON NEA ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY ATHERTON: SECURITY ISSUES POR UN INTERIM PEACE- 
KEEPING PORCE 

1 . FOLLOWING DISCUSSION OF VIGGEN SALE TO INDIA DURING 
HIS MARCH 24 MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON 
(SEPTEL) AMBASSADOR WACHTMEISTER POINTED OUT THAT SWEDEN 
WAS ASSIGNING TROOPS TO THE INTERIM UN PORCE IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. WACHTMEISTER POINTED TO HIS GOVERNMENT'S OBVIOUS 
CONCERN FOR THE SECURITY OP THESE TROOPS AND INQUIRED ABOUT 
OUR VIEW OP SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS IN THE REGION AS THE UN 
PORCE PREPARES TO TAKE OVER ITS PEACEKEEPING RESPONSIBIL- 
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ITIES. 

2. WACHTMEISTER ASKED, FIRST, WHETHER THE SYRIANS WOULD 
COOPERATE IN LIMITING PALESTINIAN INPILTRATION OP THE ZONE 
BEING PATROLLED BY THE UN PORCE. ATHERTON REPLIED THAT ALL 
INDICATIONS SUGGEST THE SYRIANS, DESPITE THEIR PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS, ARE ACTING WITH CONSIDERABLE CAUTION AND 
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RESTRAINT AND, THROUGH THEIR EORCES IN LEBANON, WILL PURSUE 
A POLICY OE COOPERATION WITH THE UN EORCES. ATHERTON CITED 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED BY THE SYRIAN-DOMINATED ARAB 
DETERRENT EORCES STATIONED IN LEBANON CONCERNING THE EUTURE 

SUPPLY OF ARMS TO THE PALESTINIANS AS REELECTING A 
SYRIAN EEEORT TO GET THE PLO TO ABIDE BY THE CEASEEIRE 
AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION. ATHERTON ADDED 
OUR VIEW IS THAT THE UN'S MANDATE COVERS KEEPING ARMED 
PALESTINIANS OUT OE THE REGION BETWEEN THE LITANI 
RIVER AND THE ISRAELI BORDER. THERE CONTINUES TO 
REMAIN A SIZABLE PLO PRESENCE IN TYRE BUT EVEN SO, THE 
UN MANDATE SHOULD BE INTERPRETED TO LIMIT THE RE-ENTRY 
OE ARMED PERSONNEL TO THOSE AUTHORIZED BY THE LEBANESE 
GOVERNMENT. 

3. WACHTMEISTER THAN INQUIRED ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF 
THE PLO ITSELE. ATHERTON RESPONDED BY NOTING THAT 
DIEFERENT PLO SPOKESMEN HAVE SAID DIEEERENT THINGS. 

THE PRINCIPAL LEADERSHIP OP THE PLO (PATAH) HAS NOT 
SAID PUBLICLY THAT IT WILL ABIDE BY THE CEASEFIRE BUT 
ALL INDICATIONS ARE THAT, DE FACTO, THE PLO WILL NOT 
SABOTAGE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS AND FIRE ON UN EORCES. THIS, OP COURSE, 

DOES NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF SPLINTER GROUPS 
ATTEMPTING TO CREATE PROBLEMS BUT THEY WOULD HAVE TO BE 
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IN A POSITION TO SO ACT AND ON THIS POINT THE UN HAS 
THE AUTHORITY TO KEEP THEM OUT. WACHTMEISTER ASKED 
WHETHER THERE WOULD BE ANY CHANGE IN THE PLO ATTITUDE 
POLLOWING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL TO WHICH ATHERTON ANSWERED 
THAT THIS WOULD DEPEND IN PART ON THE SYRIAN ATTITUDE 
AND IN THIS RESPECT WE WERE ENCOURAGED BY THE CAUTION 
DESCRIBED ABOVE. IP THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS BREAK 
DOWN IT IS CLEAR THE ISRAELIS WOULD RETALIATE. THUS, 

WHILE THERE IS ALWAYS A RISK OP TROUBLE THERE IS ALSO A 
POWERFUL INCENTIVE TO THE SYRIANS TO KEEP THE LID ON. 

4. ATHERTON WENT ON TO OBSERVE THAT THE BIG QUESTION IS 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN NORTH OP THE LITANI WHERE NEITHER THE 
UN NOR THE SYRIANS, NOR THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT EXERCISE 
ANY AUTHORITY OVER WHAT IS ESSENTIALLY PALESTINIAN-CON- 
TROLLED TERRITORY. THERE ARE NEGOTIATIONS TO SEE IP 

THE SYRIANS CAN MOVE DOWN TO THE UN-CONTROLLED LINE 
BUT THE DIPPICULTY POR THE SYRIANS IN THIS RESPECT IS 
THAT IT WOULD INVOLVE BRINGING THE PLO IN THE AREA UNDER 
CONTROL. IN ADDITION, THE ISRAELIS HAVE PROBLEMS WITH 
THE SYRIANS MOVING SOUTH OP THEIR PRESENT LINES. THE 
U.S. VIEW, NONETHELESS, IS THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE 
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